The purpose of the two experiments reported here was to investigate whether bilingualism confers an advantage on children's conversational understanding. A total of 163 children aged 3-6 years were given a Conversational Violations Test to determine their ability to identify responses to questions as violations of Gricean maxims of conversation (to be informative and avoid redundancy, speak the truth, and be relevant and polite). Though comparatively delayed in their L2 vocabulary, children who were bilingual in Italian and Slovenian (with Slovenian as the dominant language) generally outperformed those who were either monolingual in Italian or Slovenian. We suggest that bilingualism can be accompanied by an enhanced ability to appreciate effective communicative responses.
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Introduction
One of the most central and enduring issues in cognitive science concerns the impact of access to language on cognitive development (Bloom & Keil, 2001; Carruthers, 2002; Siegal, 2008; Siegal & Surian, 2004 , 2007 . Children are exposed to a wide range of language environments. Some children such as deaf children with hearing parents may not be exposed to language until they enter into contact with users of a sign language. By contrast, bilingual children -the focus of the investigation reported here -are exposed early to more than one spoken language. Such children often may have one parent who is English-or Italian-speaking and the other who is a speaker of a different language, or they may be children of parents who have migrated to a country in which a language other than their own is spoken, or they simply may be exposed to a multilingual culture as is the case, for example, in Switzerland or Slovenia.
The importance of childhood bilingualism is underscored in the context of globalization. For example, throughout the European Union, about 10% of the school age population have a language different than that of the majority of the country in which they live, and projections are that in the EU as a whole about one-third of the urban population under 35 will soon consist of ethnic minorities with a language background different than that of the majority (Extra & Yagmur, 2004; Romaine, 2004) . Nevertheless, the effects of the timing and nature of very early bilingual language input on children's cognitive development are not well understood. Previous work (e.g., Bialystok, 2001; Bialystok & Martin, 2004; Bialystok & Senman, 2004; Cromdal, 1999) has shown that bilingualism has a positive effect on children's ability to judge grammar, to substitute symbols, and to 'inhibit' a prepotent response in executive functioning tasks requiring the ability to distinguish between reality and the phenomenal world of appearances. This capacity for flexibility in the representation of language and objects suggests that early bilingualism should be accompanied by advanced metapragmatic skills. However, little is known about the extent to which bilingualism influences performance on measures of conversational understanding -a process that is often key to cognitive development and learning (Siegal & Surian, 2004 , 2007 . In the present research, we aimed to address the question of whether bilingualism
